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September 2026 Art﻿s Advocacy
﻿Update Newsletter

Nebraskans for the Arts (NFTA) is your arts advocacy organization.

Here is what we have included for you in this newsletter:

Cultural Endowment Advocacy Campaign
ARTS VOTE 2026

America 250 Instructional Resources for K-12 Teachers
National Arts in Education Week

Arts and Culture at the State Capitol - SAVE THE DATE
Join Nebraskans for the Arts Today!

Thanks to our sponsors

Cultural Endowment Advocacy Campaign
Action Alert

Arts and
Humanities
Advocates!

﻿We Need Your Help!

Earlier this year:
The State proposed taking back all $15 million of the Cultural Preservation
Endowment Fund.
Advocates successfully reduced that loss to $5 million (LB 1072).
The State is approved to reactivate its annual match system at the end of 2027,
with the structure intended to extend through 2032.
The $15 million in private donations to the Nebraska Cultural Endowment cannot be
taken by the State.

Nebraska’s budget challenges remain unresolved. We expect another threat to the
State match fund in 2027.

How we’re taking action
We are launching an advocacy campaign to educate supporters, broaden
perspectives and inspire action.
We need all Nebraskans to understand what “the arts and humanities” actually are,
who they benefit and why State match funding matters.

https://www.nebraskansforthearts.org/
https://www.nebraskansforthearts.org/
https://www.nebraskansforthearts.org/membership/donations/


How you can help now
Stay connected

Follow the Nebraska Cultural Endowment and Nebraskans for the Arts on social
media.
Sign up for Nebraskans for the Arts’ newsletter to stay connected to advocacy
efforts.

Spread the word
Reshare our advocacy video to help your followers understand the importance of
the Nebraska Cultural Endowment.
Download our social templates to create your own post about why cultural funding
is important to you, your town and our state.

Speak up
Call or email your state senator, share your district’s funding impact sheet (available
online) and tell them you want the State’s match funding protected in the next
budget cycle.
Find supportive talking points on our advocacy hub webpage.

SIMPLE STEPS TO ADVOCATE
1) Watch and Share the Video Below

2) Click on the button "Go to the Cultural Endowment Advocacy Hub" for resources
including impact lists for each legislative district that show recent grants and programs
supported by the Endowment.

Go to the Cultural Endowment Advocacy Hub

3) Once you have interacted with current elected officials or candidates running for the
State Legislature and/or received a response, PLEASE Log Your Interaction with the
NFTA Arts Action Center. This data is really important to us.

Log You Advocacy Interactions

Thank you for your support.
Contact Maggie Smith, executive director of the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, with any
questions: msmith@nebraskaculture.org

https://vimeo.com/1220302646/976067e343?fl=pl&fe=cm
https://vimeo.com/1220302646/976067e343?fl=pl&fe=cm
https://my.corebook.io/NebraskaCulturalEndowment-External/advocacy
https://nebraskansforthearts.quorum.us/log/
mailto:msmith@nebraskaculture.org


Election Year: Get Involved and Get Connected
This is an election year, and
Nebraskans for the Arts
(NFTA) and the Nebraska Arts
Action Fund, in collaboration
with our national partners,
Americans for the Arts and
Arts Action Fund, are providing
resources and information to
help Nebraskans learn about
candidates and participate in the
election process.

National Voter Registration
Day is September 15, 2026.
Encourage people in your circle
of influence to make sure they
are registered and ready to vote
in the upcoming general election.
Consider hosting a voter
registration table at an upcoming
arts or cultural event. National
Voter Registration Day is a
nonpartisan effort focused on
helping eligible voters register
and participate.

State Races Are Important
If you have a state legislative
race in your district, reach out to
all of the candidates and invite
each one to meet with you for
coffee. These conversations are
an opportunity to introduce
yourself, share what is
happening in your community,
and begin building relationships
with the people who may
represent you.

Don't wait until the legislative
session begins. Start building
those relationships NOW!

Go to the Election Center

Get to Know the Candidates
Take time to learn about the candidates running for
office and their positions on issues important to
your community and the arts.

The Nebraska Arts Action Fund conducted a
nonpartisan Arts Survey of candidates running for
U.S. Congress, Governor, the Nebraska
Legislature, the University of Nebraska Board of
Regents, and the Nebraska State Board of
Education.

See how the candidates responded. Review the
survey responses from candidates who participated
in the 2026 Voter's Guide to learn more about their
campaign priorities and perspectives on arts,
culture, and arts education.

Instructional Materials FREE to K-12 Arts Educators

https://sites.google.com/nebraskansforthearts.org/nebraskaartsactionfund/ElectionCenter/election-center
https://sites.google.com/nebraskansforthearts.org/nebraskaartsactionfund/ElectionCenter/candidate-arts-survey


Lesson Plan Resources for
Music, Dance, Visual Art, and Theater.

The Nebraskans for the Arts Education Committee is proud to announce the
development of a new America 250 unit study, A Sense of Belonging. This
curriculum is designed to help students explore how, over the past 250 years, artists
in America have used their creative work to express identity, celebrate community,
and document the diverse experiences of people, helping shape a shared sense of
belonging across time, cultures, and places.

These unit resources are available FREE to K-12 dance, music, visual art, and
theater educators this summer.

America 250: Sense of Belonging Unit Resources 

National Arts in Education Week

September 13-19, 2026

Every Student, Every Community
Every student deserves the opportunity to create, innovate, and thrive through the
arts, regardless of zip code or family income. Yet more than 2 million students still
lack access to a quality arts education.

https://nebartseducation.my.canva.site/


﻿Arts in education drives student success across every measure:
Academic Achievement: Higher test scores and graduation rates
Workforce Readiness: Building the creativity and collaboration skills that
72% of business leaders say are essential
Student Wellness: Providing emotional outlets and supportive
communities
Equity: Ensuring all students can access transformative learning
experiences

What can you do?

1) Show support for your school arts educators - Tell Them Thank You - Attend a
performance or art gallery opening - Volunteer.

2) Reach out to your local school administrators and school board, highlighting the
importance of arts education in your school.

3) Contact Congress. We're calling on Congress to support:
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
Arts Education for All Act (H.R. 2485)
HBCU Arts Act (H.R. 2664)
Well-Rounded Education Programs

4) Help spread the word about why arts education is essential. Download the
Americans for the Arts TOOLKIT for resources on messaging.

National Arts in Education Week is our collective opportunity to raise
awareness, take action, and inspire change for every student’s right to access

quality arts education. Let Your Voice Be Heard.

TAKE ACTION: Tell Congress Every Child Deserves an Arts Education

Get ready to celebrate creativity, culture, and the power of artistic expression! Whether
you are an artist, an educator, an advocate, or simply a lover of the arts, this is the day to
honor the voices and visions that shape our communities by being an arts advocate!

Dates:
Monday, Feb. 1 - Kick off Session and Evening Reception
Tuesday, Feb. 2 - Advocacy at the State Capitol

https://americansforthearts.quorum.us/campaign/163595/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eGS1Sg_6pKELJOdgMLc5Xr2M32kCetAx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OU-GLFWIruWeC_WSUQ25qdB7j5wYRTju/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x4Nq_b6ayB-043_OsWC-a3kSgwQaRwqe/view
https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/NAEW_Toolkit_Aug2026_Final%201.pdf
https://americansforthearts.quorum.us/campaign/163595/


More information and registration will be available in December.

Benefits of being a member of
Nebraskans for the Arts

THANK YOU to all of our current members of Nebraskans for the Arts.

If you are not a member, we encourage you to become a part of a network of arts
advocates. Your support is helping us expand our capacity to advocate for arts
education, artists, arts organizations, and creative districts across the State of
Nebraska. We are your VOICE in arts advocacy.

Individual memberships start at $25/year.
BSG / ASE Grant Winners and Creative Districts are encouraged to join.

Our work is more important now than ever. Be a part of our mission.

JOIN NFTA

Thank You to Our Sponsors and Partners

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nebraskansforthearts.org/membership/


           

Nebraskans for the Arts 
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